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Balsam Mountain Preserve
This place promises to be a community 

within a park, not a park within a commu-
nity. Near Asheville, N.C., Balsam contains 
4,400 acres. No more than 354 families will 
be able to call it home.

The stated mission for this magical place 
in western North Carolina, within a stone’s 
throw of Highlands and Cashiers, has a 
stated mission to “create a human settle-
ment within a park, whose members share 
traditional values, a strong sense of place 
and an ethos of human stewardship of the 
natural systems that support all life.”

Two-thirds of the 4,400 acres here are 
permanently protected in a conserva-
tion easement, never to be developed. A 

From low country to high, variety abounds in
Vacation homes
I

f home is where the heart is, 
many are the souls torn be-
tween two lovers.

That first and all-consuming 
love is strong and steadfast. But 

even in the happiest of times, there’s a 
longing for that distant love, the vacation 
home – a place of respite, escape and re-
newal. 

And therein lays the beauty of a vaca-
tion home, right there in its last name 

“home.” There’s nothing quite like having 
your own place, your own escape, your 
own memories-in-the-making. For the 
benefit of those considering building or 
buying a vacation home, we’re working 
for you. We’re out there scouting for plac-
es beyond the usual suspects: the condo 
developments, the high rises, the sprawl 
that can mar a landscape. 

We’ve looked for – and found – eco-
communities whose appreciation for the 

land and landscape is akin to our own 
here at home. Just as the Land Trust for 
Tennessee preserves thousands of acres 
hereabouts to maintain the beauty sur-
rounding our first love, so does this par-
ticular pair of communities we’ve spotted, 
one in the mountains, one on the coast. 

As it turns out, a single nationally 
known sustainable developer, Chaffin/
Light Associates, is the brain trust behind 
these very fetching communities.
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new Arnold Palmer Signature golf course meanders through the 
countryside, offering members and residents stunning views and 
challenging play. The course clubhouse, called the Lodge, sports a 
dining room, lounge, pro shop, spa and men’s and women’s locker 
rooms. Membership in the golf club may be bequeathed to heirs 
together with a home here.

Talk about planning ahead. 
For those who hanker for that second love, but may not be to-

tally committed to a second home, Balsam Mountain Preserve’s 
unique fractional ownership plan may fit the bill. Tucked into the 
mountain, 10 peaceful, fully furnished and handsome cottages will 
have shared ownership, limited to only 40 deeded interests. Each 
partner has two weeks of reserved time per quarter, or eight weeks 
a year.

A main lodge and dining room, “The Boarding House,” serves 
as the heart of this collection of cottages – each of which looks as 
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it grew in its spot in the forest. Constructed from antique 
wood, dry stacked stone with pine shakes and reclaimed tin 
roofing, these cottages could be home for awhile, eight weeks 
a year. 

The home sites for building are tucked into the forested 
preserve which borders the Nantahala National Forest and 
are divided from one another by protected trust lands. If 
good fences make good neighbors, think how good trusted 
land could be. 

Spring Island, 
South Carolina

This 3,000-acre island in the low coun-
try is just 25 minutes (but light years away) 
from Hilton Head Island (not that Hilton 
Head is lackluster, not by a long – tee – shot, 
but these days, it’s a very busy place).

Not so with Spring Island. These 3,000 
acres were owned for more than two cen-
turies by just four families; even now, 1,200 
acres are dedicated to nature preserves and 
open space owned and managed by the 
Spring Island Trust, a non-profit, third-
party entity created solely for the purpose 
of the lands protection. In the past two 
centuries, this piece of unspoiled peace and 
paradise was preserved in its natural state. 
Stewardship of Spring Island has passed to 
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Chaffin/Light, and these folks seem to 
take their role seriously. They’re devel-
oping the island, but scarcely. Fewer 
than 400 families will reside here. 

An Arnold Palmer and Ed Seay 18-
hole golf course wraps around the 
marshes; its membership is limited to 
350. Quail hunting is still prolific here, 
in keeping with the Old South and the low 
country of South Carolina. The Pleasant 
Hill Plantation offers hunting, meals and 
overnight accommodations. A nature 
center has a library, museum, a zoo and 
a classroom. The main clubhouse on the 
island, The River House, offers fine din-
ing – and a post office for the community 
of residents. A 24-stall equestrian center 
caters to the equine set.

Both Spring Island and Balsam Mountain are likely to be cases 
of love at first sight. But for those fortunate souls in the market for 
a vacation home, they may well be worth risking one’s heart.
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Spring Island, S.C.
On the waterways between Charleston, S.C. and Savannah, Ga.
Home sites begin at $250,000.
Web site: www.springisland.com

Balsam Mountain Preserve, Sylva, N.C.
The Boarding House Program (fractional ownership), $260,000; 

owners may exchange one of their eight weeks a year for a three-
day stay at Chechessee Creek Club in South Carolina (www.
chechesseecreekclub.com)

Homesteads start at $375,000. Phone: 866.452.3456; Web site: 
www.experiencebalsam.com
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